September 6, 2020
Volume 2, Issue 9
500 Pitman Road
Sewell, NJ 08080
www.pitmanroadcoc.com

Meet others where they are and together be transformed into the image of Christ.
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FROM DANIEL’S DEN
I DEEPLY APPRECIATE OUR SHEPHERDS!
Think on these words and
pray a lot, before criticizing
elders and church staff who
are dedicated to caring for
your well being. You have
only yourself and your family
to care for. They are
concerned for many
members with opinions that
vary significantly from yours.
- Dan
Friends--elders and church
leaders are having to
navigate a very difficult
landscape. Your church is
filled with people who have very diverse opinions on
even the nature of COVID-19 and the proper way to
deal with it! They are facing pressure to open church
assemblies (or keep them closed)--some are
pressured to not require face-masks by some
members and to force everyone to wear face-masks
by other members. And it doesn't matter if state-law
requires masks because there will be those who say
the church shouldn't "kowtow" to the state!
Dan Cooper
Connections Minister

Some members will offer conflicting data and
research to bolster their various positions. And here,
your elders and staff--who may not have advanced
degrees in statistics, medical science, or
pharmacology have to wade through all of the
conflicting articles being flung at them and make an
intelligent decision that is certain to please no one.
For some, it is a matter of faith, for others it is a matter
of opinion, and for others, it is a matter of love toward
those who are physically vulnerable.
Caught in the middle are church elders and church
staff. It doesn't matter how communicative they are, it
doesn't matter how worn out they are, it doesn't
matter how hard they try--and ultimately, for some, it
won't matter what decision they make: still they will

be castigated and criticized. Some members will just
leave this church for another one who agrees with
them--or quit altogether while blaming the elders/
staff.
It is easy for me to second-guess those who are trying
to serve the community as best they can.
Perhaps, it would be better if I let these servants know
that regardless of their decisions, I appreciate their
struggle (even if I ultimately disagree with them).
Perhaps, it would be better if I actively prayed for
them and communicate in a non-manipulative way
that they are in my prayers.
Perhaps, I could call and ask them how could I best
lift them and their families up before God--and then,
immediately pray with them and for them.
Then, after all of this: if I feel I cannot agree with their
decisions--if I don't want to wear a mask and they
require it, then rather than pouting, I either attend
through virtual assembly or wear the mask for the
hour. If they decide not to enforce a mask rule, and I
disagree--I find a way to social distance and perhaps
use the virtual option.
But still, I try to find a way to compromise, remain safe,
care for those who struggle to serve, and to
demonstrate the self-emptying mind of Christ as
personified in Philippians 2:1-11.
Can we all agree we are called to mutual
submission? Many elders I know are actively listening
to their church. They are not "lording it over" or being
despotic--they are truly struggling and losing sleep.
Let's cut them some slack. Let's love on them. Let's lift
them up in prayer.
This is not a call to slavish obedience in matters of
preference. It's just a request to love your family no
matter where you find yourself on this spectrum.
Wise words from Darryl Willis

MATCHING GIFT CHALLENGE
Due to the generosity of a long time member and friend of our church, we are once
again able to offer a "Matching Gift Challenge" for our Capital Fund.
For every dollar you give, your donation will be matched dollar for dollar, up until we
reach $5000! Thank you to those who have already contributed to this challenge.
We have already received $1,985. What a blessing, directly from the hand of God!
“He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your seed for sowing and
increase the harvest of your righteousness. You will be enriched in every way to be generous in every way,
which through us will produce thanksgiving to God.” 2 Cor. 9:10-11
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CONTINUED PRAYERS FOR MARLENE
Lately, Marlene Patterson, her son Evan, and her family received news that she was
failing to respond to her chemotherapy treatment. Because of this, her doctors
may decide to take her off of treatment indefinitely. She is also recovering from a
colostomy surgery she had on Thursday, August 27.
They are asking for help in any way - through rides to appointments, financial
assistance, groceries, and more - and for prayers that her doctors will find an
alternative or that her body will begin responding to treatment.
Please contact Marlene at 609-369-0526 or dontask1@comcast.net if you would
like to help out in any way.

2020 CAMP MANATAWNY MEN’S RETREAT
Friday, September 25 to Saturday, September 26
All men and boys are encouraged to come to a life-changing weekend!
Bring your sons, brothers, fathers, grandfathers, brothers-in-law, co-workers.
Spend time together in God’s creation, slow down a little and reflect on
what God has said in His Word. Share stories, build friendships and have
some fun that only Camp can provide. It's a weekend designed by men and
for men. Wherever you are spiritually, Camp Manatawny's Men’s Retreat is
the opportunity to separate yourself from the daily routine, turn down the
volume of the world, and to listen to God and your brothers in Christ.
The core reason we do this is to Transform Lives for Christ. That’s why the Men's retreat exists, Camp
Manatawny exists, and why we want you to join us. Jesus retreated with his men (Mark 3:7). He knew it was
important, and we invite you to do the same.
The cost is only $35, which includes a light dinner, snacks, all activities, 1 night seasonal cabin lodging,
breakfast and lunch on Saturday. Boys 12 & under are only $10.
For additional information and to register, go to www.manatawny.org/mensretreat

CONGRATULATIONS! AUGUST 2020: 3 WEDDINGS AND 1 BIRTH!
August 1

August 28

Jay Schneider
to Alice Randazzo

Esther Young
to Jackson House

August 19
August 21
Jay Lindsey
to Ann De Leon

Noah Alexander
was born to parents
Justice and Gabriel
Rodriguez

CECILE BLASCO: HOW YOU CAN HELP GROW
GOD’S KINGDOM IN FRANCE!
When Garth and Diana Hutchinson moved to Marseille, France in June 1993, only God knew that their
back-door neighbor, Véronique, and her family would become among their best friends, and that their
children would grow up together. Today, Véronique’s youngest daughter, Cécile (age 18), is preparing
to spend one year in learning and service to God at the "Christians on Mission" (CEM) program that
Craig Young spoke to us about on Sunday 8/2/20. Her training begins this month, September 2020, and
ends in August 2021.
Here is what Cecile wrote to Diana recently:
"God taught me that if I really wanted to follow and serve him, I would have to learn to get out of my
comfort zone, put my trust in Him, and let Him guide my life."
And that is what she is doing! Support-raising is not easy for a young adult in a country where Christians
are few and far between. Could you help Cecile finance her year of CEM training with a one-time
donation or a monthly donation?
THANK YOU for helping equip her to reach other French people with the
love of Christ!
How to contribute:
1. Make check payable to: "McKnight Crossings Church of Christ"
2. Memo section of check: "Cecile Blasco CEM"
3. Mail to: McKnight Crossings Church of Christ, 2515 South McKnight Rd.,
St. Louis, MO 63124
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