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CEM Celebrates 20 Years
Christians on Mission: Looking Back, Looking Ahead

Above: 44 of our 80 graduated CEM students gathered for CEM’s 20 year celebration.
Besides serving in multiple major cities in France and parts of the USA, former
CEMistes have served in Algeria, Belgium, Canada, Germany, Ghana, Guinea, Italy,
Mexico, Mauritius, Morocco, Switzerland and Togo.
Looking back: It began as a dream to see French-speaking European Christians trained for the mission.
After two years of one-week CEM summer sessions (1996-1997), the possibility of beginning a one-year
intensive mission training program began to come into focus. Yann Opsitch, Max Dauner, Garth Hutchinson
and Craig gathered in February 1998 to begin planning. Who would come? Philippe Dauner said ‘I will!’ We
began with one, and God has now blessed us in Marseille through the lives of 80 different CEMists over a
twenty year period!
Looking forward: After 20 years, we are taking this coming year to reorganize, restructure and return for
CEM 2020! We already have several new students committed for 2020. As God leads, we hope to expand our
impact in other areas and evolve our access to mission training. We will keep you posted on these developments
throughout the coming year.
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A Twenty Year
Celebration
This year, our CEM summer
session had a unique twist. It was
‘for former CEMists only’. What
better way to celebrate 20 years of
Christians on Mission than to be on
mission again with those who have
come through Marseille over the
years. We had almost every CEM
year represented, allowing for lots
of discovery between former
students. The presence of first year
CEMists Denise Heroux and
Simone Liparulo was a special
blessing. Denise served 12 years as
a missionary with us, from
1997-2009, and it was great to have

Above: The CEM twenty year banquet held at the Chapelle de Fuveau.

Above: Maylis and Emilie organized every detail of the banquet. Craig shares a devotional thought before the meal.

her back. Simone, from Geneva, now mother of two boys ages 16 and 10, tragically lost her husband to illness this
past winter, but courageously joined us for the week. Please keep her in your prayers. Canden and Stephanie
Subarayadu (2003-2005) from Mauritius (near Madagascar) came the farthest to join us for the week. We also
were blessed by the presence of Kyle and Katie Von Rueden (2011) from Guinea, and Derek Hershey (2013)
from Morocco. All are in full-time ministry. We were also blessed by many who came from the States, including
family, Garth and Diana Hutchinson, who helped start CEM, and Claire (class of 2016).
Below: The CEM chorus in concert at our chapel Friday evening.

Denise, Philippe and Simone, class of 1999.
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CEM 2018
Graduates
Our 20th CEM class, pictured
at left: Andrea Marroquin,
Aurore Vermelle, Cindy
Chotkan, Khaled Hassani,
and Riwan Taourirt.
Andrea will be returning to
Mexico for the time being,
Aurore is seeking God’s
direction, Cindy is returning
to Guadeloupe, Khaled will
continue his ministry training
and Riwan will continue at
the university. Please keep
them in your prayers!

Mission in
Song
Cds and Concerts
The weekend of June 8-10
was a singing marathon. It
was prepared well in advance
as three choirs (from Paris,
Geneva and Marseille) joined
together to record over 20
original compositions Friday
evening and all day Saturday Above: Recording session in the St. Maur chapel. Below: Three choir concert.
before singing a concert
together Saturday evening at our chapel. Rob Presthus worked tirelessly to bring it all together, providing all
the expertise for the recording. Katie provided the direction for the entire project, which was a beautiful
example of working together for a kingdom cause. The Cd will be available this fall!

Young’s Update From Marseille - August 2018 pg.4
For the protection of those mentioned in our newsletter, please do not distribute by social media.

Riwan & Cécile Baptized
Riwan’s Consequential Decision
Riwan Taourirt had
thought long and hard
about this day. Having
grown up as the only son
in a Muslim family, and
having lost his father at a
young age, Riwan was, in
his mother’s eyes, the
Muslim future of his
family. His older
sisters had
become Christians
Riwan is baptized.
years ago, opening the door for Riwan to choose a different path. In high
school, however, it was not Islam, but the world and its
desires that drove Riwan’s life. Challenged by longtime
friend Romain’s changed life, Riwan decided to change
paths and commit to doing CEM. God met Riwan where
he was and brought him the rest of the way home. Riwan
was baptized in May, with his sisters and church family
there to support him.

Riwan contemplates the moment, and is
welcomed by Khaled and his sisters.

Cécile Baptized at Harmony Bible Camp
Cécile Blasco is the
youngest member of a
family that we have known
and loved for over 25
years. Her older sister,
Maylis, was Emilie’s best
friend growing up. Her
older brother, Rémi, was a
friend of Esther’s all
through school.
Cécile has a reputation for Craig shares a word with the campers (see
being very timid. But when below) present for Cécile’s baptism.
it came to her baptism, that
was not the case! Cécile knew very well what she desired. She wanted to be baptized into Christ, and she
wanted to do so with all of her friends and Christian family at Harmony Bible Camp. Along with the campers,
Cécile’s mom Véronique, as well as Rémi, Maylis and Axel (see below left) were all present for the occasion.
Romain baptizes Cécile.
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Harmonie Bible Camp
Pilgrim’s Progress Revisited
Harmony Bible Camp jumped back in time, to the 17th century to be exact, in order to follow the spiritual
adventures of Paul Bunyan’s famous character, ‘Christian’. Every new day provided a new opportunity for our
115 campers to make a godly choice. It was the most spiritually rich camp in memory. In two intensive weeks,
we witnessed hearts touched and lives changed.

Teen camp devotional at the Three Crosses.
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Clockwise from
above: 1. Each of
the counselors was
a character from
Pilgrim’s Progress. 2. Harmony Bible Camp is just plain fun! 3. ReineClaude guides us to the narrow gate as Christian. 4. Craig, as the shepherd,
speaks to the campers about Jesus, the Good Shepherd who lays his life
down for the sheep. 5. Aurore, the faithful servant
pleads for her life before the crooked Beelzabul. 6.
Riwan delights as court jester.
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Family Happenings
We have had a full schedule this spring and summer, but that has
not kept us from enjoying time together with the family.
Esther continues her accelerated nursing program in Philadelphia.
She will go non-stop right up to Christmas. She continues to live
with her grandmother (Craig’s mom) and that has been wonderful
for both of them and all of us.

Katie and Craig

She was able to squeeze out five days to join us for the CEM 20
year celebration. Such a treat. The moments when we are all
together are precious, and usually at some point, we’re singing. On
this occasion, Katie, Emilie and Esther shared a few of the old
trios for the full house at the CEM concert (above). Beautiful
hearts, beautiful sound.

Garth and Diana

While on the subject of the CEM celebration, it was a special treat
for us to have Garth, Diana and Claire with us as well! We will
catch up with Lucas and Sarah in August.
Emilie and Rob are doing great and providing tremendous
spiritual encouragement to the work of the Chapelle de Fuveau.
Rob was the mastermind behind the recordings for the new Cd. He
will begin a new job in September, teaching English to Master’s
level political science students, all the while continuing work on
his doctorat in political science.
Emilie has been essentially full-time helping with mission projects
over the last few months, including organization for the CEM 20
year celebration and serving as camp counselor at Harmony Bible
camp.

Rob and Emilie

Katie and I are
truly blessed.
This fall, while
continuing in
mission, I hope
to complete my
doctorat, and
will be spending
more time with
Mom and Esther
while doing so.
We are so
grateful to God
for you!
Esther and Aurore (CEM 2018)

Morgana (CEM 2017) and Claire

